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TAGS: PFOR, PINT, BU, RO 

SUBJECT: ZHIVKOV REAPPEARS IN MEDIA 

REF: A) SOFIA 286; B) SOFIA 0774 MAY 74 

1. ZHIVKOV RESURFACED IN TV NEWS EVENING FEB 17 AND IN 
MORNING PRESS FEB 18. COVERAGE BEGINS WITH ACTIVITIES 
17TH WITH NO REFERENCE TO HIATUS FROM EVENING FRIDAY 
14 THROUGH SUNDAY 16. 

2. TALKS WITH CEAUSESCU ARE MENTIONED ONLY FOR 17TH 
WHEN ACCORDING TO PRESS TWO LEADERS DISCUSSED MUTUAL 
RELATIONS AND COOPERATION AS WELL AS EXCHANGED OPINIONS 
ON INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONS, "ESPECIALLY" CSCE AND GOOD- 
NEIGHBOR RELATIONS IN BALKANS. THEY ALSO REPORTEDLY 
VISITED STORES AND FACTORIES THAT MORNING BEFORE 
LUNCHEON HOSTED BY CEAUSESCU, FOLLOWING WHICH ZHIVKOV 
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3. ZHIVKOV APPARENTLY PROCEEDED TO YAMBOL WHERE 

HE ADDRESSED NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF WORKERS IN CHEMICAL 
INDUSTRY, THEN LATER RETURNED TO SOFIA WHERE PRESS 
REPORTS HE WAS GREETED BY LEADING POLITBURO FIGURES. 
HOWEVER, TELEVISION NEWS EVENING 17TH STILL DID NOT 
REPORT THAT THE VISIT TO ROMANIA HAD ENDED. 

4. NO SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION EXISTS FOR STRANGE 
COVERAGE OF VISIT. ONE POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR 
HIATUS IN COVERAGE IS THAT ZHIVKOV WAS ON "FRIENDLY" 
RATHER THAN "OFFICIAL" VISIT AND SIMPLY RELAXED, BUT 
THAT HARDLY EXPLAINS COMPLETE NEWS BLACKOUT. 

MORE LIKELY IS THAT ZHIVKOV AND CEAUSESCU HOLED UP 
SOMEWHERE FOR PROLONGED PRIVATE DISCUSSION, POSSIBLE 
ABOUT SOME SENSITIVE SUBJECT SUCH AS EUROPEAN COMMUNIST 
CONFERENCE OR ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH USSR IN LIGHT OF 
IMPENDING CEMA PRICE CHANGES. NOTEWORTHY THAT PRESS 
REVEALS NOTHING ABOUT BULGARIAN OFFICIALS ACCOMPANYING 
ZHIVKOV (ALTHOUGH LISTS OF ROMANIANS GREETING, ESCORTING, 
AND SEEING HIM OFF DO APPEAR). WHEN CEAUSESCU WAS ON 
VISIT TO BULGARIA LAST MAY (REF B) THERE WAS ALSO A 
CERTAIN AMOUNT OF COVERING-UP OF FACT THAT TALKS AT 
HUNTING LODGE WERE VIRTUALLY WITHOUT OTHER PARTICI- 
PANTS. LAST MAY HOWEVER THERE WAS NOT SO MUCH MYSTERY 
ABOUT MEETING. 

HERZ 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, SUMMIT MEETINGS, CHIEF OF STATE VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975SOFIA00298 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750057-0728 
From: SOFIA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750235/aaaabfcx.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 SOFIA 286, 75 SOFIA 0774, 75 MAY 74 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 MAY 2003 by CunninFX>; RELEASED <02 MAY 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <05 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ZHIVKOV REAPPEARS IN MEDIA 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, BU, RO, (ZHIVKOV, TODOR), (CEAUSESCU, NICOLAE) 

To: STATE BUCHAREST 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




